Curriculum Guidance for Parents
Our Curriculum Vision




Let’s start with our school values and vision. We have a saying..... “Responsibility,
love, care and respect” We live our daily lives through this and it helps us all to
remember how we should approach things. It makes us into the wonderful
school that we are and gives us our identity.

* We aim to create a safe and nurturing environment that enables our learners to generate self-esteem, respect, confidence and
self-worth.

* We aim to positively promote and instil a lifelong healthy lifestyle, both mentally and physically.

* As a church school, we aim to develop the Christian ethos which is inclusive of race, culture, gender, disability and all belief
systems.

* We aim to develop positive behaviours which are conducive to learning.

* We are passionate about the environment and our world and we actively encourage sustainability for ourselves and future
generations.

* We are proud of our Welsh heritage, rich in history, culture and language and aim to promote and celebrate this.

* Asasmall church school, we aim to develop positive relationships between staff, pupils, families, governors and the wider
community. We aim to develop a sense of community where all feel valued and part of the Lixwm School Family.

* We aim to develop lifelong learners, pupils and staff, who are ready to play their part in the world.

* By following the four purposes of the curriculum for Wales, we aim to provide a curriculum that is ambitious, creative, holistic,
inspiring enterprising, varied and engaging.

* We aim for each child to achieve their own individual potential, through our nurture and support for pupils and their families.



learning and experience.

Areas of learning and experience
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and experience

As well as literacy, numeracy and digital skills, there are six areas

of learning and experience. Everything your child learns will be
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The curriculum also covers:

» human rights

« diversity and respecting differences

« experiences and skills for careers and the workplace

+ leamning about local, national and intemnational contexts

« developmentally appropriate relationships and sexuality education.
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In Expressive Arts, In Humanities they'll
your child will explore art, learn about the world,
dance, drama, film and society and events in the
digital media and music past and present. They'll
to develop their creative, explore the challenges and
artistic and performance opportunities that face us,
skills. and what ethical action we
can take to safeguard the
world and its people in the
future.

Health and In Languages,
Well-being is about Literacy and
looking after their physical  Communication,

and mental health your child will learn
including emotional about languages. They'll
well-being. They’ll learn understand and use
about healthy eating Welsh, English and other
and how to make good languages. They'll study
decisions, deal with and create literature, and
influences and develop communicate in spoken,
healthy relationships. written or visual ways.

This could include poetry,
drama and film.

Our curriculum is structured into six areas of

in Mathematics
and Numeracy, your
child will develop their
understanding of numbers
and use symbels in maths.
They’ll explore shapes
and measurement and
learn about statistics and
probability.

In Science and
Technology your

child will learn about
biology, chemistry, physics,
computer sclence and
design and technology.
They’ll learn about design
and engineering, living
things, matter, forces and
energy, and how computers
work.



Languages, Literacy and Communication

All teachers deliver an English Language lesson at least four times a week. Pupils learn how to
write in different styles and for different purposes. They read a wide range of exciting literature
and we encourage pupils to read for pleasure. Normally we study certain books in depth linked to
their topics as well. Reading, writing and oracy are often interlinked so pupils learn to use their
skills efficiently. Welsh language is very important. We encourage all pupils to use Welsh language
as much as they can. We have also started to deliver basic French to all our pupils.

We use the Inspire Maths Scheme to drive our mathematics Mathematics and Numeracy
curriculum. Inspire Maths is a transformational, whole-school

approach, to raising pupils’ achievement in Maths. It is built upon the I NS PI RE E aawi=c
internationally acclaimed approach to teaching mathematics in

Singapore. Inspire Maths builds firm foundations and a deep MATHS
understanding of mathematical concepts through a concrete-pictorial-

abstract approach. Our pupils love it!

Health and Wellbeing All teachers use a scheme of work called Jigsaw to deliver the main part of
the Health and Wellbeing curriculum. Jigsaw brings together Personal and
Social Education, Relationships and Sexuality Education, Emotional

literacy, Mindfulness, Social skills and Spiritual development. It is a fantastic
resource that prepares pupils for life and strategically provides them with the
skills they need to become well rounded, confident individuals.




Languages, Literacy and Health and Wellbeing Science and Technology Humanities Expressive Arts Mathematics and
Communication Numeracy

The other areas of learning and experience, along with
the coverage of the different Religion, Values and
Ethics "Lenses" are delivered by cross curricular
topics. During our termly topics, pupils also apply the
skills learned in our LLC and MD lessons

. Our
Horrible Exploring our

. . Wonderful
Histories World
Dlanet

Shoot for the
Stars!

The different "lenses" or areas of We also enrich our curriculum with high quality
learning for Religion, Values and authentic learning experiences, visits out, residential
Ethics. visits and a wide range of visitors who help to make

learning real and exciting.



At the heart of the curriculum at Ysgol Lixwm are four
core purposes.

_ Be an enterprising,
Be an ethically creative contributor

informed citizen

Be a healthy, N
confident Y Be an ambitious,
. capable learner
individual P

They underpin all aspects of our curriculum design, planning and
teaching. Our vision and values as a school support the four purposes
and our learning experiences and teaching methods will always aim to

do so.



| always aim to be the best | can
and try to challenge myself.

| use my numeracy skills to
understand data.

| can use what | know in different
ways and in different situations.

| ask questions and like solving
problems.

| find out about different things
and think carefully and ask
questions about what | find.

| find information, think about it
and use it to make up my own
mind.

| use what | know to understand
what it is happening in the world.

| understand my rights and those of
others and know that rights come
with responsibilities.

| understand that my actions
and behaviour impact on others.

| know about different people and
places around the world, now and
in the past.

Be an ambitious
and capable
learner

| communicate about what | know
in Welsh and English.

| use numbers in different ways and
for different reasons.

I am ready to learn
throughout my life.

| can explain what | have
learnt.

| use technology to communicate to
find information and explore
information.

| create ideas and use what | know
to make new things.

| can express my ideas and feelings
in different ways.

| can look at things in different ways

to solve problems. | can use my skills to help others.

| make the most of every
opportunity.

| can work in a group
and take on different

I’'m not afraid to take risks. roles.

Be an enterprising,
| can be a leader and let others .
lead. creative
contributor

| am ready to play a full
part in life and work.

The Four Purposes behind our Curriculum Offer at Ysgol Lixwm

Be an ethically
informed citizen

all different but equal.

| play my part to care for the

I know my views are
important and | have
the right to have my say

| am ready to be
citizens of Wales and
the world.

| respect others knowing we are

environment and to protect our
world now and for the future.

| understand that eating healthy
and exercising makes me feel
better.

| have strong values and | am
developing my own thoughts and
beliefs.

I think about the risks before |
decide to do or say something that
effects my lifestyle.

| respect myself and others. | build
positive relationships.

| understand that mistakes help me
to learn and | have the confidence
to not give up.

| am developing my
confidence to perform
in front of others.

| understand my own feelings
and the feelings of others.

| try to be independent
and challenge myself.

Be a healthy,
confident
individual

| am ready to lead a
fulfilling life as valued
members of society.

| know who | can talk to about
staying happy, safe and healthy.



How we will

We aim to create a curriculum that is ambitious,
creative, holistic, inspiring, enterprising, varied and
engaging.

Our curriculum “non-negotiables”

To produce a broad and balanced curriculum to cover the 6 AOLEs
in equal measure and promote academic achievement
Encourage children to have high expectations for themselves
We are committed to developing our Welsh ethos and celebrating
our Welsh language, culture and heritage
We use collaborative learning strategies for our mixed age classes
We are committed to collaboration across the schools and our
federation and our cluster of local schools.

We provide nurture and know every child and family
We develop the whole child in a holistic manner, fostering our core
values on a day to day basis.
Wellbeing is prioritised so that children are happy, safe and secure
and are able to feel comfortable to express themselves/their ideas
and lead their learning.

We aspire to:
Develop “Philosophy for Children” with our older children
Develop first-hand experiences in the form of “hook” days
Re-establish our residential visits
Re-establish our independent learning opportunities throughout
the school.
Develop community projects/relationships with local businesses
Develop our understanding of local history



Assessment for Learning and Collaboration

Giving pupils feedback is an important part of our role as
adults. However, please be reassured that this is carefully
balanced with praise and encouragement. Developing self-
confidence and a "have a go" attitude is an important part
of our learning culture. We encourage children to "Be
brave!" (see our Mission Statement)

All teachers in our school encourage pupils to take on
responsibility for their own learning. From an early stage
they are encouraged to edit their work and to take on
advice from the adult that is helping them. We colour code
our marking. Teachers mark in green for "growth"
celebrating what has been achieved. They also use pink pen
to provide advice - "pink for think". Pupils use purple pen
to edit or mark their own work.

Teachers generate success criteria with pupils, for example
when they are learning about a new form of writing. This
means that pupils know what they need to do to succeed.
All adults also give pupils high quality verbal feedback
including praise. It is for the teacher to decide what type of
feedback works best, depending on what they are doing.
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The 12 pedagogical principles are fundamental
to the Curriculum for Wales.

All teachers and classroom assistants have had
training on collaborative learning techniques and
these feature highly in lessons. Examples are talk
partners or "think pair and share".



